
  
During the second week of July, Joe always appeared completely in the glowing 
light which now surrounded his whole body, becoming more lovely every day. 
Eventually he was just a "Being of Light".  
 On 20th July Joe went into Spirit, not having spoken or seemingly been 
aware of the nurses or myself for about a week. I felt sadness at the loss of his 
physical presence, but also joy at knowing that he was now free after a long 
illness.          
        Doreen Varley 
 
 
Richard Hubberthorne, an early Quaker preacher and writer active in the 1650s 
and ‘60s, has often been overshadowed by more famous Quakers, such as George 
Fox, James Nayler and Edward Burrough but he was “one among the first of us 
whose heart the Lord touched with the sense of his Power and Kingdom; and 
amongst us he had the mighty operation of the Power of God experienced in his 
heart.” He died in Newgate prison and is quoted as saying on his deathbed there  
“…out of this straitness I must go, for I am wound into largeness…”    Surely a 
realisation of the expansion of consciousness that is experienced at the time of 
physical death?         

Ros Smith  
 
 
I was attending a patient with a fellow nurse around four o’clock in the morning. 
The male patient asked us to stand one on each side of him because he wanted to 
thank us for looking after him. He then looked over my shoulder towards the 
window and said, ‘Hang on, I will be with you in a minute, I just want to thank 
these nurses for looking after me.’ The patient repeated himself a couple of 
times, then died! 
 

From ‘The Art of Dying’ by Dr Peter Fenwick and Elizabeth Fenwick 
www.continuum books. First published 2008. 
ISBN. 978-08264-9923-3 
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1. END OF LIFE EXPERIENCES 
 
As death approaches it may seem that at times the two worlds begin to 
intermingle, with the next world becoming more and more real for the dying 
person. This may mean that a dying person sees family and friends in spirit form, 
hears their voices, or has some other impression of their presence. Family 
members, nurses and carers may hear the experiences recounted by the dying 
person, and occasionally share in them themselves. A light may sometimes be 
seen at the time of physical death, and there may be an awareness that the spirit 
is leaving the physical body. 

 
 
My mother, Grace, died on her birthday.  My father, Rex, had died 15 years 
earlier. 

On that day of her birthday, Grace was gradually becoming sleepier. But, 
she knew it was her birthday and that soon all the family would be gathered 
around her bed for the special teatime. Her 4 month old grandson had just visited 
for a cuddle, but had now gone for a sleep. My younger brother and I were sitting 
on either side of her bed, holding a hand each. 

Suddenly, Grace looked up, and gave a big beaming smile of welcome, 
whilst joyfully saying my father’s name  -  ‘Rex’. His spirit had evidently arrived in 
order to escort Grace to the AfterLife. Neither my brother nor I were aware of his 
presence.  My mother then released her hands from ours, holding out her arms in 
the same direction she had smiled her greeting. She then stopped breathing and 
died.   

Elizabeth. M. Angas    
 
Mag was my father’s sister and she and I were very close.  As Mag became older 
we had conversations about death and what might happen.  On one of these 
occasions she asked me to be there with her when she died.  I answered that with 
600 miles and the Minch between us I could not make such a promise but I did 
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